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Manhattan District Attorney Robert M. Morgenthau announced today 
the sentencing of a Nigerian man to state prison after pleading guilty to 
charges of using stolen social security numbers to claim fraudulent tax 
deductions. He is the last defendant in a ring of people charged in 
"OPERATION TAX BREAK" to be convicted and sentenced. The 
defendant faces deportation after serving his jail sentence. 
The defendant, Ahmed Sanni, 40, was a former Juvenile Counselor for 
the New York City Department of Juvenile Justice. He was sentenced 
today to state prison terms of 2 to 6 and 1 to 3 years to run consecutively 
for various offenses that involved stealing $21,222 and attempting to 
steal $71,585 from New York State and New York City by using 
fraudulently obtained social security numbers for fictitious people to 
claim tax deductions to which they were not entitled. Sanni received 
refunds for earned income credits and child care deductions based upon 
the fake taxpayer and dependent deduction identities. Ahmed Sanni was 
extradited from Canada after fleeing the United States while out on bail 
from his initial arrest.  
Five other defendants have already pleaded guilty to crimes relating to 
the tax scheme. Those defendants are: 
· William Carter, 43, of Manhattan, a former Juvenile Counselor for the 
N.Y.C. Department of Juvenile Justice. He was sentenced to probation 
and restitution of $1,002. 
· Abdul Sanni, 28, the brother-in-law of Ahmed Sanni, also a former 
Juvenile Counselor in the Bronx, was sentenced to 11 months and 
restitution of $8,802. After serving his sentence, he was deported to 
Nigeria. 
· Aderonke Babatunde, 27, of the Bronx, a former Security Officer at 
North General Hospital under an assumed name, and Abdul Sanni's 
wife, was sentenced to probation and restitution of $13,220. 
· Matthew Opuoru, 43, a former Child Protection Specialist Supervisor 
at the N.Y.C. Administration of Children's Services, was sentenced to 45 
days in jail. 
· Lai Akinbohun, 37, of the Bronx, and a former security guard at the 
World Trade Center, was sentenced to 6 months in jail, 5 years 
probation and restitution of $1,800 for his role in the tax scam and for 
filing false documents in connection with applying for disaster 



assistance after the attacks on the World Trade Center. 
The investigation revealed that the defendants obtained social security 
numbers, drivers' licenses and other identification based on fraudulent 
documentation. Once the defendants' fictitious identities were 
established, the defendants opened bank accounts with the fictitious 
identification, as well as post office box addresses which facilitated 
them in receiving social security numbers and cashing tax refund 
checks.  
In one instance, Abdul Sanni opened up a post office box using his 
juvenile justice badge as identification. In another instance, Matthew 
Opuoru used his position as a Supervisor for the NYC Administration of 
Children's Services to obtain a social security number from a client and 
then used it on his tax return claiming she was a child care provider. 
Together, the defendants filed over 60 New York State and City 
personal income tax returns for the years 1997 through 2000 based on 
these fictitious identities. This criminal activity occurred over a two year 
period. The later tax returns were electronically filed by Carter, who was 
a tax preparer on the side. The defendants then manually filed earlier tax 
returns retroactively for prior years. They then cashed refund checks or 
attempted to do so, based on these fictitious tax filings using over 25 
false identities for the tax years 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000. 
Ahmed Sanni also pleaded guilty to charges involving bail jumping and 
a second and unrelated scheme that involved using a New York City 
man's identity to steal over $30,000 from his bank account.  
Operation Tax Break was a joint investigation by a task force including 
investigators from the New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance and the New York City Department of Investigation, as well as 
federal agents from the Social Security Administration Office of the 
Inspector General, the United States Postal Inspection Service, the 
United States Secret Service, and the Bureau of Customs and 
Immigration Enforcement. 
Mr. Morgenthau thanked: New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance Commissioner Andrew Eristoff, Deputy Commissioner, Office 
of Tax Enforcement, Peter Farrell and Supervising Investigator Kathy 
Roberts. In addition, he thanked Special Agents Adam D. Schneider and 
Yocasta K. Martinez from the Social Security Administration Office of 
the Inspector General. U.S. Postal Inspectors Thomas Sweeney, and 
Raymond Moss, Special Agent Michael Centrella of the U.S. Secret 
Service, and Special Agents Perry Kao and Celestino Martinez of the 
U.S. Bureau of Immigration of Customs Enforcement 
Assistant District Attorneys Michael Roe and Gilda Mariani of the 
Money Laundering and Tax Crimes Unit were in charge of the 
prosecution of these cases. Investigators from the District Attorney's 
Investigation Bureau also participated in the case. 
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